It is obvious in the first place that the prospective pilot must be mentally and physically sound, in other words, he must be, in the parlance of insurance companies, a first class life. This any competent medical man can determine, and we do not propose to dwell on it. What we are concerned with here are the special points which make for fitness to take the air, pilot, and land machines safely, or otherwise.
The question was recently dealt with in a lecture by Wing Commander Flack at a meeting of the war section of the Royal Society of Medicine (October 11, 1920 The importance of proper medical examination at frequent intervals will be realised from the fact that in the air practically everything depends on the pilot who becomes the controlling and co-ordinating mechanism of the machine.
